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Matthew Haberkorn 
Lesson Plans 
TASAH 
 

Lesson 1 
 
Chapter:  Industrial Expansion 
Topic of Lesson:  Rise of the Labor Movement 
Grade level = Sophomore 
Ability level  = mixed 
 

Activities 
Objective:  Students will determine the causes for the rise of the Labor Movement in the 
United States 
 

· Activity/Enabling Objective #1:  Students will brainstorm on the possible 
freedoms and restriction of freedoms of various groups such as immigrants, men, 
women, African Americans. 

 
· Activity/Enabling Objective #2:  Students will read chapter 11, Robber Barons 

and Rebels from the book A People’s History of the United States, by Howard Zinn 
and determine the causes for the rise of the Labor Movement. 

  Chapter 11 of Howard Zinn’s A People’s history of the United States is  
  attached at the end of this assignment. 
 
· Activity/Enabling Objective #3:  Students will read the Declaration of Principle of 

the Knights of Labor taken from the book Workingmen’s Democracy by Leon Fink 
and discuss the goals of the Knights of Labor and how they intended to achieve 
their goals.  

 

WI Model Academic Standards for History 
 
B.12.2 Analyze primary and secondary sources related to a historical question to evaluate 
their relevance, make comparisons, integrate new information with prior knowledge, and 
come to a reasoned conclusion  
 
B.12.6 Select and analyze various documents that have influenced the legal, political, and 
constitutional heritage of the United States  
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Primary and Secondary Sources 
 
 
Zinn, Howzrd.  2005.  A People’s History of the United States.  Harper Collins.  New 
York, NY. 
 
Fink, Leon.  1983.  Workingmen’s Democracy:  The Knights of Labor and American 
Politics. University of Illinois Press.  Chicago, ILL. 

 
Knights of Labor Declaration of Principles 

 The alarming development and aggressiveness of great capitalists and 

corporations, unless unchecked, will inevitably lead to the pauperization and hopeless 

degradation of the toiling masses.  The method of checking and remedying this evil is, 

first, the organization of all laborers into one great solidarity, and the direction of their 

united efforts toward the measures that shall, by peaceful processes, evolve the working 

classes out of their present condition in the wage-system into a co-operative system.  This 

organization does not profess to a political party, nor does propose to organize a political 

party but, nevertheless, it proposes to exercise the right of suffrage in the direction of 

obtaining such legislation as shall assist the natural law of development.  It is true that the 

demands are revolutionary, as it is the purpose of the Order to establish a new and true 

standard of individual and national greatness. 

 
From:  Workingmen’s Democracy: The Knights of Labor and American Politics. 
By Leon Fink 
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Performance Rubrics and Assessment Tools 
 
Assessment tool for activity #1 

 
FREEDOM 

Instructions: Before we begin the chapter on industrial expansion brainstorm on the 
possible freedoms or restrictions on freedoms that the below groups may have 
experienced  
 
  

Industrial 
workers 

 
Women  

 
African 
Americans 

 
Immigrants 
 
 

 
Industrialists 

Freedom in 
America 

      

 
 
 
Political 
Freedom 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 
Economic 
Freedom 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
Social  
Freedom 
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Assessment tool for Activity #2 
 
Guided Reading: Questions for chapter 11 from A People’s History of the United States. 
 
1.  What challenges and hardships did laborers face from their jobs and employers? 
 
2.  In what way did federal and state government either help or hinder laborers in gaining 
better treatment, better wages and safer working conditions? 
 
3.  What primary or secondary sources does Howard Zinn use to illustrate his ideas? 
 
4.  Are his sources credible? 
 
5.  What differences do find in either the presentation of the topic or content between this 
book and our text?  
 
Assessment tool for Activity #3 
 
Primary Source Analysis: Analysis of the Preamble of the Knights of Labor 
 
1.  What is the context of the document (the author, the purpose and the audience)? 
2.  According to the Preamble, hat was the main concern of the Knights of Labor? 
3.  According to the Knights of Labor what was the solution to the problem? 
4.  Why would the Knights of Labor make a point to state that they sought peaceful 
resolution to this problem? 
5.  Why would the Knights of Labor specifically state that they had no intention of 
forming a political party yet intended to use the power of the ballot to bring about 
change?  
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Lesson 2 
 
Chapter:  Industrial Expansion 
Topic of Lesson:  Rise of the Labor Movement 
Grade level = Sophomore 
Ability level  = mixed 
 

Activities 
Objective:  Students will analyze a variety of documents reporting on the Bay View 
Massacre, assess the credibility of these documents and determine who was at fault for 
the deaths of that day.  
 

· Activity/Enabling Objective #1:  Students will read multiple sources reporting on 
the Bay view Massacre 

· Activity/Enabling Objective #2:  Students will analyze these sources and 
determine their credibility. 

· Activity/Enabling Objective #3:  Students will write an editorial expressing and 
supporting their opinion on who was at fault for the deaths of those people 
involved. 

 
 
 
WI Model Academic Standards for History 
 
B.12.1 Explain different points of view on the same historical event, using data gathered 
from various sources, such as letters, journals, diaries, newspapers, government 
documents, and speeches  
 
B.12.2 Analyze primary and secondary sources related to a historical question to evaluate 
their relevance, make comparisons, integrate new information with prior knowledge, and 
come to a reasoned conclusion  
 
B.12.4 Assess the validity of different interpretations of significant historical events  
 
B.12.6 Select and analyze various documents that have influenced the legal, political, and 
constitutional heritage of the United States  
 

Primary and Secondary Sources 
 
Stephan, Jessie.  “The Union Badge.”  Milwaukee Leader May 24 1930. 
 www.wisconsinhistory.org/turningpoints/search.asp?id=941 
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“Bay View Labor Riot of 1886.”  Milwaukee Free Press July 3, 1910. 
 www.wisconsinhistory.org/turningpoints/search.asp?id=933 
 
Telegrams and commanding officer’s report.  Biennial Report of the Adjutunt General.  
 September 30, 1886. 
 www.wisconsinhistory.org/turningpoints/search.asp?id=934 
 
List of people killed.  Second Biennial Report of the Bureau of Labor and Industrial 
 Statistics.  1885-1886. 
 www.wisconsinhistory.org/turningpoints/search.asp?id=856 
 
“A Granger Governor.”  Chicago Times, May 1 1886; A Wisconsin Man Ought to be and 
May Be Grover Cleveland’s Successor” (1888; bibliographic data illegible) 
 www.wisconsinhistory.org/turningpoints/search.asp?id=1605 

 Performance Rubrics and Assessment Tools 
 
Assessment tool for activity #1 and #2 
 
Primary Source/Document Analysis 
 
1.  What is the context of the primary source/document?  (author, purpose, audience) 
 
2.  What is the main idea of the primary source/document? 
 
3.  How is the perspective of  this source/document limited or biased? 
 
4.  What questions remain unanswered? 
 
Assessment tool for Activity #3 
 
U.S. History 
Editorial rubric 
 
Write an editorial in response to the Bay View Massacre and to the issue of who is at 
fault.  You must include a minimum of 2 factually supported reasons for your opinion 
along with addressing at least 2 items of contradictory evidence.  Your Editorial will be 
assessed on the below criteria. 
1= weak    2 = moderately weak    3 = average   4 = moderately strong   5 = strong  
 
1.  The letter has a heading, greeting, introduction, body, conclusion and signature. 

1 2 3 4 5 
 
2.  The student expresses an opinion with supporting reasons in a single sentence (intro). 

1 2 3 4 5 
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3.  Each paragraph in the letter starts with a topic sentence. 

1 2 3 4 5  
 
4.  The student supports the opinion with identifiable reasons and concrete evidence 
(facts). 

1 2 3 4 5 
 
5.  The student acknowledges opposing viewpoints as well as addresses and refutes 
contradictory evidence. 

1 2 3 4 5 
 
6.  The letter is well organized, well written, concise and the spelling, punctuation and 
grammar in the letter are accurate. 

1 2 3 4 5   Total score/grade_____ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 3 
 
Chapter:  Industrial Expansion 
Topic of Lesson:  Rise of the Labor Movement 
Grade level = Sophomore 
Ability level  = mixed 
 

Activities 
Objective:  Students will compare past labor issues to those of the present. 
 

· Activity/Enabling Objective #1:  Students will read and analyze newspaper 
articles reporting on a variety of present day labor issues. 

 
· Activity/Enabling Objective #2:  Students will compare and contrast the past and 

present labor issues 
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WI Model Academic Standards for History 
 
B.12.2 Analyze primary and secondary sources related to a historical question to evaluate 
their relevance, make comparisons, integrate new information with prior knowledge, and 
come to a reasoned conclusion  
 
B.12.6 Select and analyze various documents that have influenced the legal, political, and 
constitutional heritage of the United States  
 

Primary and Secondary Sources 
 
Neumeister, Larry.  (2006, August 25).  Federal judge blocks Northwest strike.  The 
 Milwaukee Journal. 
  www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=488121 
 
McGinn, Bob.  (2006, February 3).  NFL labor talks hit a roadblock.  The Milwaukee 
 Journal. 
  www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=389636 
 
Enriquez, Darryl.  (2006, November 12).  Harley workers cheer, jeer proposal.  The 
 Milwaukee Journal. 
  www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=530096 
 

 
Performance Rubrics and Assessment Tools 
 
Assessment tool for activity #1 

Labor Disputes Then and Now 
 
News Article  

 
Description of 
the cause for the 
labor dispute 

 
Tactics used by 
both labor and 
business to 
resolve the 
dispute. 

 
 
 
Outcome 

Similarities 
or 
differences 
to the labor 
disputes of 
the late 
1800’s 

NFL Labor 
Talks 

 
 

   

Northwest 
Airlines Strike 

    

Harley-
Davidson 
Contract talks 
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Lesson 4 

 
Chapter:  Industrial Expansion 
Topic of Lesson:  Rise of the Labor Movement 
Grade level = Sophomore 
Ability level  = mixed 
 

Activities 
Objective:  Students will determine whether or not various groups gained or lost 
freedoms during the time period of Industrial Expansion of the late 1800’s  
 

· Activity/Enabling Objective #1:  Students will complete frame citing specific 
examples of when groups gained or lost freedoms. 

· Activity/Enabling Objective #2:  Students will discuss the those freedoms that 
were either gained or further restricted during the Labor Movement of the late 
1800’s 

 
 
 
 
WI Model Academic Standards for History 
 
B.12.3 Recall, select, and analyze significant historical periods and the relationships 
among them  
 
B.12.5 Gather various types of historical evidence, including visual and quantitative data, 
to analyze issues of freedom and equality, liberty and order, region and nation, individual 
and community, law and conscience, diversity and civic duty; form a reasoned conclusion 
in the light of other possible conclusions; and develop a coherent argument in the light of 
other possible arguments  
 

Performance Rubrics and Assessment Tools 
 
Assessment tool for activity #1 
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FREEDOM 
Instructions: Having completed the chapter on industrial expansion give specific 
examples of freedoms gained for the below groups or restrictions on freedoms that the 
below groups may have experienced. 
 
  

Industrial 
workers 

 
Women  

 
African 
Americans 

 
Immigrants 
 

 
Industrialists 

Freedom in 
America 

      

 
Political 
Freedom 
 

 
 

    

 
Economic 
Freedom 
 

 
 

    

 
Social  
Freedom 
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