
Addressing School Safety for 
Sexual Minority Youth in 
Wisconsin Public Schools 

 Gay Straight Alliance for Safe Schools  

January 8, 2009 
8:30 Registration—9:00—3:00 Workshop 

CESA 6 Office—Large Conference Room 
 

Wisconsin Pupil Nondiscrimination Law—Statute 118.13:  No person may be denied admission to any public school or be denied participation in, be denied the 
benefits of or be discriminated against in any curricular, extracurricular, pupil services, recreational or other program or activity because of the person’s sexual 
orientation (among other protected classes). 
 

Why Sexual Minority Youth? 
Wisconsin 2007 Youth Risk Behavior Survey 

In comparison to other youth, sexual minority youth (i.e., lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and questioning youth) are: 

3.7 times more likely to have been threatened at school; 

1.9 times more likely to have missed school because they felt unsafe; 

3.7 times more likely to have attempted suicide. 
 

Positive Results for Support: 
The presence of supportive staff contribute to a range of positive indicators including greater sense of safety, fewer reports of missing 

days of school, and a higher incidence of planning to attend college. 

Students in schools with a gay-straight alliance (GSA) were less likely to feel unsafe, less likely to miss school, and more likely to feel 

like they belonged at their school than students in schools with no such clubs. 

Having a comprehensive policy was related to a lower incidence of hearing homophobic remarks and to lower rates of verbal harass-

ment. 
 

Learn the basics about the acronym, LGBTQ; 

Understand the legal protections of sexual minority students; 

Identify and understand factors that place sexual minority youth at greater risk for school failure, mental health and physical health is-

sues; 

Identify barriers that prevent the creation of safe schools for sexual minority youth; 

Develop strategies to address barriers that prevent the creation of safe schools for sexual minority youth. 

Free to Consortium Members (Freedom, Green Lake, Herman, Horicon, Dodgeland, Manawa, Mayville, Neosho, Omro, RBSD. Rubicon) 

$50.00 for Non-Consortium Members 

Addressing School Safety for Sexual Minority Youth 
1-8-09 
CESA 6—Large Conf. Room 

RETURN TO: 
Barb Bohn, Program Assistant, CESA 6, PO Box 2568, Oshkosh, WI  54903-2568 


